When God Wﬂispers Your Name-
Galations 5:22
1T°S QUIET. It's ear(y. My coﬁfee is hot. The sﬁy is still black. The world is still as(ee}a.
The c[ay is coming.
Tna few moments the afay will arrive. 7t will roar down the track with the rising of the-
sun. The stillness cf the dawn will be excﬁangec{ for the noise cf the cfay. The calm cf solitude-

Will be re_zpfacecf Ey the })ouncfing pace of the human race. The reﬁtge qf the ear[y morning will
be invaded by decisions to be made and deadlines to be met.

For the next twelve hours 1 will be exyosea[ to the c[ay’s demands. It is now that 1 must’

make a choice. Because (f Cafvary, Tm free to choose. And so 1 choose.

-”‘

“No occasion jusnﬁes hatred; no i‘rg'ustice warrants bitterness.

1 choose love. Tbafay 9 will love God and what God loves.

7 choose joy .

1 will invite my God to be the God of circumstance.
7 will rgfuse the temptation to be cym’caf ... the tool of the [azy thinker.
7 will refuse to see people as anything less than human beings, created by God.
7 will reﬁwe to see any }oroﬁfem as anytﬁing less than an opportunity to see God.

-“’

7 will [ive forgi\/en.
7 will forgive so that 1 may [Tve.

7 choose Jpatience . . .

7 will overlook the inconveniences cf the world.
Instead of cursing the one who takes my y[ace, ([ invite him to do so.
/ﬁ\cgtﬁer than com}afain that the wait is too [ong, 9 will thank God for a moment to pray,.
Instead qf cﬁncﬁing my ﬁst at new assignments, 7 will face them with joy and courage.
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7 choose kindness . . .

7 will be kind to the _poor, for tﬁey are alone. Kind to the rich, for tﬁey are aﬁfaicf
And kind to the unkind, for such is how God has treated me.

-“.

7 will go without a dollar 6efo1fe 1 take a dishonest one. 1 will be overlooked ngore 7 will boast.

7 will confess Eefore 9 will accuse. 1 choose goocfness.

Today 1 will keep my promises.
%y debtors will not regret their trust. My associates will not question my word.
"My wife will not question my love.
And my children will never fear that their fatﬁer will not come home.

7 choose gentl’eness

%tﬁing is won by force. 1 choose to be gentle.
’_Jf 1 raise my voice may it be onfy n }amise. ‘Jf 9 clench my ﬁst, may it be onfy n prayer.
f 1 make a demand, may it be only of myself.

7 choose segc-controf .

Tama syiritua[ Eeing‘ ‘Aﬂw this 606[}/ is dead, my spm’t will soar.
1 reﬁue to let what will rot, rule the eternal. 1 choose seﬁc-controﬁ
7 will be drunk on[y Ey joy. 1 will be im})assionec{ onfy By my faitﬁ.
7 will be inﬂuencec[ on(y By God. 1 will be taugﬁt on[y Ey Christ. 1 choose segf-controf
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Love, joy, peace, Joau'ence, kindness, gooofness, faitﬁﬂfness, gentfeness, and se(ﬁcontroﬂ To these 1
commit my a(ay. le 97 succeed, T will gi\/e thanks. le 1 fai[, 7 will seek his grace. And then, when
this cfay is done, 1 will joface my head on my }oilfow and rest.
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But what ﬁa}o}aens when we [ive God’s way? He Em’ngs giﬁs into our [ives, much the
same way that fmit appears in an orcﬁcmf—tﬁings [ike cﬁ%cu’on for others, exuberance about”
ﬁfe, serenity. We cfeve[oy a wi[fingness to stick with tﬁings, a sense of com})assion in the heart,
and a conviction that a basic holiness _permeates tﬁings and }Jeoyfe. We ﬁnc{ ourselves involved.
in [oya[ commitments, not neecfing to force our way in ﬁfe, able to marshal and direct our

energies wise[y.

Lega(ism is ﬁegafess in Bm’nging this about; it onfy gets in the way. “Among those who
Ee(ong to Christ, everytﬁing connected with getting our own way and minc[fessfy resyomﬁng to
“What everyone else calls necessities is killed cﬁ for goocf—crucﬁea[.
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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faitﬁﬂfness, gentfeness and seg"-contro[. ﬂgainst such tﬁings there is no law.



